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element through the vessel wall on the one side of the aperture and the end of the suture 
element has engaged with the end of the filament [connection element] and the other 
- needle has been-passed through the vessel wall on the opposed side of the aperture and 
has engaged the opposed end of the filament. [connection element], the suture element can 
be passed through the vessel wall in response to the other needle drawing th e filament 
[connection element] through the vessel wall on the opposed side of the aperture. 

82- (Previously Presented) The device of claim 81, wherein the body comprises a 
shaft portion arranged to be passed through the aperture in the vessel wall. 

83. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 82, which comprises an elongate 
foot formation on the shaft portion, the foot formation being selectively displaceable 
between a low profile condition, in which the foot is generally aligned with the shaft and 
a deployed condition, in which the foot extends generally [laterally] at an an gle relative 
to the shaft. °- 

84. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 83, wherein th e filament 
[connection element] is [mounted] disposed on the foot formation such that the filament 
[connection element] extends across the aperture when the shaft portion has been passed 
through the aperture and the foot formation has been displaced into [its] the deployed 
position. — 

85-91. (Canceled) 

92. (Currently Amended) A method for suturing a puncture in a blood vessel wall 
the method comprising: ' 

providing a first needle carrying a suture element, the suture element having a 
first end and a bight spaced from said first end; 

advancing the first end of the suture element through the blood vessel wall 
adjacent the puncture with the first needle; 

coupling the first end of the suture element to a filament [connection element] 

providing a second needle; 

advancing the second needle through the blood vessel wall adjacent the puncture; 
coupling the second needle to the filament [connection element]; 
pulling the second needle, filament [connection element], and first end of the 
suture element through the bight to form a knot; and 

tensioning the suture to affix the suture across the puncture. 

1^2t(Previously Presented) The method of claim 92, further comprising providing 
a shaft said first and second needles advanceable along said shaft, said bight being 
releasably attached to said shaft, and advancing said shaft through a tissue tract of a 
patient body. 
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